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A cultural revival is proving a big hit
with visitors and locals alike

or two days each September the
steppes of Mongolia are alive

with the sound of nomads, in

what’s become an extraordinary
revival of Mongolian nomad culture.

The Nomads Day Festival, organised by
in-bound Mongolian tour operator Selena
Travel, brings local nomadic groups to the
beautiful Gun-Galuut nature reserve in
Bayanandelger Soum (county). In just five
years, it has grown from a small local tourist
event to a widely celebrated cultural festival.

The two-day festival begins with rival
families competing to put up and take
down a ger (the Mongolian tent dwelling
made from canvas, felt and wooden poles),
and over the two days kids and adults play
games, guys on horseback try to pick things

off the ground at a gallop, and women
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make rope. Another event is called Smiles
of Mongolia, a kind of beauty/talent contest
for riding couples, and then there are the
Three Manly Games of Mongolia — archery,
wrestling and horse racing. There’s even

a round called Metropolitan Guys, for
tourists to compete in, doing such things

as disassembling a ger and making milky

tea. The evenings feature a wonderful folk

aims to keep alive the traditions of the
nomadic life and that’s a worthy goal in
this time of great change for the country.’
Before Gun-Galuut became a nature
reserve, the locals only lived on their
livestock, milk, cashmere, wool and meat.
[t was not much for these families, so there
was a gradual exodus from the countryside

to the nearest towns. Now the reserve, and

“In two days you get a great insight into the
nomadic traditions and the locals have as
good a time as the tourists’
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festival and the ftestivities Coriciude wiin a

gala dinner and bonfire. i
One watching visitor commented: ,*‘; In

two days you get a great insight into the

nomadic traditions and the locals have

as good a time as the tourists. The festival

cultural tours - including the Nomads Day
Festival — are giving the local communities
a chance to make an income from tourism.
Selena Travel has worked hard to make
Gun-Galuut a model of sustainable tourism,

even supporting the locals to start their own
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WHAT THE JUDGES SAID

‘In 2004 Mongolian inbound
operator Selena Iravel worked with
the nomadic community in Tuv

to found and establish a nomadic
cultural festival, recognised by the
Mongolian Ministry of Nature,
Environment and Tourism in 2007. In
2008 the festival attracted 300 locals,
nearly double the local attendance

in 2007 and 65 international
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visitors. The festival, which would

community association which can guard not exist without tourism, tfosters

against the negative impacts of tourism. the local culture. Selena Travel has
Mrs Nyamsuren Geserbadam, Selena’s worked with the nomads to develop
managing director, says; ‘The locals are well itineraries around Gun-Galuut
aware that their nomadic culture is the only making a significant difference to
way they can benefit from tourism, so they local livelihoods.’
appreciate nomadic culture.’
Selena Travel also employs many
disadvantaged people, including people with
disabilities, donates medical supplies to the ecotourism destination in Mongolia, and a
local hospital and funds education materials model of sustainable tourism development
for the school in Bayandelger Sound. for the country,” adds Mrs Geserbadam.
‘The company runs a variety of inbound

tours, but ‘Gun-Galuut is the emerging www.selenatravel.com




